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A general history. — Many books have been written on separate periods of 
the world's history, but very few writers have attempted to give a connected 
story of economic development and the important factors which have been 
influential in determining national existence. The purpose and scope of a 
recent book 1 from the latter point of view are well described in the introduction: 

All that has been done here is to trace, very simply, the line of economic develop- 
ment throughout the rise and fall of Empires, showing in closest connection with this 
theme the general principles of cause and effect, as one nation after another rises, comes 
to the front, and passes away into obscurity [p. v]. 

The book is divided into three parts. Section I deals with the empires 
of the ancient world, treating that stage of development which preceded the 
days of history and the ancient civilizations of the East, Egypt, Baby- 
lonia, Assyria, Persia, Phoenicia, and Judea. The second section reviews 
the development of the medieval world, dealing, first, with those factors which 
contributed to the downfall of the Roman Empire, second, with the rise and 
fall of the Empire of Islam and, third, with the rise and development of the 
many new nations which were formed from the scattered and lost tribes in 
Asia and Europe. In the third section, the discussion is devoted to the 
modern world which is distinguished from the ancient world on account of 
the rise of national feeling and the beginning of the expansion into the new world . 
Here are treated very briefly those forces which operated in the development 
and growth of the nations and those causes which disrupted Europe and began 
the period of discovery, exploration, and exploitation. The effects on Europe 
of the discovery and exploration of India and America are clearly outlined, 
and the methods by which the European states became great powers are 
described. The effects upon the world of the industrial revolution in England 
and of the political revolutions in France are clearly represented. In the 
closing chapter, the factors which precipitated the world- war are outlined- 

The organization of the material and the style of the book make it service- 
able for reference or textbook use. 



Literature for commercial pupils. — In this age of specialization there is a 
tendency to organize courses in literature in such a manner that they may 
contribute directly toward the objectives of a special field. Commercial 
English classes have hitherto suffered from the lack of a carefully selected 
body of specialized reading material which would serve to emphasize the 
highest type of commercial ideals. In a recent book 2 by the president of 
Girard College, there is gathered a group of selections from famous literary 
authors which represent the highest type of commercial English. 

1 E. M. Wilmot-Buxton, A Short World History. New York: E. P. Dutton & 

Co., IQ2I. Pp. viii+2IQ. $2.00. 

2 Cheesman A. Hereick, English Readings for Commercial Classes. New York: 
Macmillan Co., 1921. Pp. 197. 



